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Rockpile Museum Board Meeting 
CONSENT AGENDA – July 21, 2020 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

June 16, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Expense Report 
 

As of July 17th, there are 15 purchase orders from the regular budget to be 
approved and paid totaling $4,108.97.  Twelve of these are from FY19-20 and three 
are from FY20-21.  There are at least four outstanding receipts from the general 
museum accounts including First National Bank Visa, Office Depot, Menards, and 
Home Depot that will need board approval following the meeting.   
 
The July 2020 vouchers are as follows: 
 
FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 

 
Charter Spectrum     $54.99 
City of Gillette Utilities    $598.35 
DeBoer Mileage Reimbursement   $25.42 
Joyce Jefferson     $250.00 
Henning Mileage Reimbursement   $19.67 
Office Depot      $162.79 
Gillette News Record    $635.00 
Basin Radio Network    $200.00 
Farcountry Press     $135.96 
Rocky Mountain Business Equipment LLC $56.34 
First National Bank Visa 2962   $263.73 
Black Hills Energy     $59.38 
 

 FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 
 

Vista Leasing Company    $98.00 
Menards      $49.34 
Target Digital Solutions    $1500.00 

 
 
For the month of June, there were 21 vouchers from our regular accounts totaling 
$13,276.04 and 3 vouchers from the 1% accounts totaling $1,387.38.   
 
Lalia Jagers signed the following vouchers after the regular June meeting: 

 
  Reeves Mileage Reimbursement   $17.73 
  Office Depot      $229.76 
  Weston County Historical Society   $40.00 
  Campbell County Historical Society  $90.00 
  Sir Speedy      $1,687.57 
  Home Depot      $30.43 
  First National Bank Visa 2962   $3,645.92 



  First National Bank Visa 9833   $3,028.41 
  First National Bank Visa 2962 - 1% Youth $119.94 
  B&H Photo Video - 1% Veterans   $841.14 

 
REVENUE UPDATE:  Final revenue for FY19-20 was $9,645.32 which was down from 
$12,896.82 the previous year.  We only brought in $74.79 in the last 3.5 months.  So far 
this new year we have brought in $355.04.   
 
 
BUDGET VARIANCE for FY19-20 as of July 17, 2020 
BUDGET VARIANCE for FY20-21 as of July 17, 2020 
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Collect. Preserve. Educate. 

The Campbell County Rockpile Museum tells the story of the Powder River Basin. 
 

 

Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the Rockpile Museum Board of 
Directors and the Campbell County Commissioners 

June 16, 2020 
Campbell County Courthouse, Commissioners’ Chambers, 6:00 p.m. 

 

 
I. Call to Order and Guest Introductions 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Board President John Daly, presiding 
officer. 
 
Present:  Museum Board Members: John Daly, Tami Bishop (via phone), Rita Cossitt 
Mueller, Bill Monahan, and Lalia Jagers 
 
County Commissioners: Del Shelstad, Bob Maul, Colleen Faber, Rusty Bell, Chairman 
DG Reardon. 
 
County Staff: Carol Seeger, Susan Saunders 
 
Museum Staff: Director Robert Henning, Exhibitions and Collections Manager Angela 
Beenken (via phone), and Museum Educator Stephan Zacharias (via phone) 
  
Guests: Lucas Fralick, RMA, and Debbie Fantarella, Experience Works Trainee 
 
 
II. Quarterly Meeting of the Campbell County Commissioners and Rockpile 
Museum Board 
 

A. Needed Upgrades to Fire Detection and Notification Systems 
 

DISCUSSION:  Robert Henning reported that a full system upgrade is needed for 
fire detection.  He is wondering if that should come from county maintenance 
budget or the museum capitol budget.  Estimate:  $15,000.00. Discussion 
followed.  Carol Seeger will follow up.  No action taken by commissioners.  Del 
Shelstad suggested a local company for future monitoring.  

 
B. Social Media for the Museum 

 
DISCUSSION:  The Rockpile Museum is requesting its own social media site(s) 
to facilitate reaching both local and tourist patrons.  Lengthy discussion followed.  
The commissioners are willing to look into it.  New guidelines will probably be 
needed.  Ivy, the public information officer, will be contacted in relation to this 
issue. 
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C. New Collections Storage Room 
 

DISCUSSION:  The new storage room at the Rockpile Museum annex is nearing 
completion.  A tour had been planned for this meeting.  The room has humidity 
control, heat, and cooling.  The museum board expressed their appreciation to 
the commissioners on this project.  It helps alleviate some of the controlled 
storage needs of the museum.  Robert Henning reported that a grand request for 
storage equipment is in the works to the tune of $35-40,000.00. 
 
D. Other / General Discussion:   
 
John Daly reiterated to the commissioners that our three-fold mission is to:  
collect, preserve, and educate.  The three items brought before them tonight fall 
directly into those categories:  fire suppression-preserve; social media presence-
educate; and new storage-collect. 
 
E. Adjourn Commissioners Meeting 
 
The quarterly meeting was adjourned at 6:37 p.m. and the Commissioners left 
the meeting.   

 
Next Quarterly Meeting Date – 15 September 2020 at 6:00 PM 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 
of the CCRM Board of Directors 

June 16, 2020 
Campbell County Courthouse, Commissioners’ Chambers, 6:40 p.m. 

(Following Quarterly Meeting with Commissioners) 

 
 
 

A. Approval of Agenda 
 
Board reviewed agenda and John Daly called for changes or corrections.   
Bill Monahan moved to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting. Tami Bishop 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
B. Consent Agenda 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

May 19, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Expense Report 
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As of June 16th, there are 13 purchase orders from the regular budget to be approved and paid 
totaling $4,506.22.  There are two 1% requests totaling $1.267.44.  There are several outstanding 
invoices from both regular accounts and 1% accounts including First National Bank Visa. 
 
The June 2020 vouchers are as follows: 
 

Wyoming State Historical Society  $660.00 
All-American Publishing    $350.00 
Omni-Digital Productions LLC   $430.00 
Wyoming AG-News    $295.00 
Vista Leasing Company, Inc.   $98.00 
City of Gillette Utilities    $541.48 
Summits and Crux Publishing   $134.06 
B&H Photo Video    $239.62 
Charter Spectrum    $54.99 
Source Office & Technology   $268.12 
Office Depot     $469.98 
Gaylord Archival    $837.83 
Black Hills Energy    $127.14 
Chichester, Inc. - 1% Youth   $426.30 
B&H Photo Video - 1% Veterans  $841.14 

 
For the month of May 2020, there were 11 vouchers from our regular accounts totaling $5,299.50 
and one voucher from 1% accounts totaling $983.54. 

 
Board Member Lalia Jagers signed the following late month vouchers after the regular meeting: 
 

  First National Bank Visa 2962   $2,453.39 
  First National Bank Visa 9833   $235.00 
  True West Publishing    $475.00 
  First National Bank Visa 2962 - 1% Youth $983.54 

 
REVENUE UPDATE:  No update as gift shop has been closed.     
 
BUDGET VARIANCE for FY19-20 as of June 12, 2020 
BUDGET VARIANCE for FY20-21 as of June 12, 2020 
 
 

John Daly asked the board if they wished for any items to be removed from the consent  
agenda.  No items were requested removed.  Lalia Jagers moved to approve all items 
of the consent agenda as presented; Bill Monahan seconded the motion; motion 
approved unanimously.   
 
 
C. Collections and Exhibits 

 
I. Collections/Exhibits Department Update 

 
DISCUSSION:  Angela Beenken sent in a written collections report for the month 
and reported briefly via phone on department activities.  No further discussion. 
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II. Collections Manual, Assessment, and Plan 
 

DISCUSSION:  Angela Beenken will have a final draft by the end of June.  Most 
board members have not had time to review what was sent out via e-mail earlier 
today. 

 
 

III. Collections Moratorium 
 

DISCUSSION:  Notes have been taken on all possible donations for the past 
year.  The board would like to continue the de-accession process to provide the 
best collection and best use of space.  Rita Cossitt Mueller moved to end the 
moratorium on collecting.  Lalia Jagers seconded.  Discussion followed.  
Motion passed by verbal vote. 

 
 

IV. New Collections Storage 
a. Further Comments 

DISCUSSION:  A tour had been planned for tonight of the new storage 
space with the commissioners.  Due to the weather, the meeting took 
place in the county commissioner’s chambers instead of the museum 
parking area.  Any and all interested parties are welcome to tour at any 
time.   

 
b. Phase II Storage Racks and IMLS (Institute of Museum and Library 

Services) Grant 
DISCUSSION:  Robert Henning reported that we have art racks, saddle 
racks, and rolled textile racks for the new space.  There are already more 
than 40 items set to go in the new space. 

 
c. Boxcar Storage Idea 

DISCUSSION:  Robert Henning relayed John Daly’s idea of retrofitting the 
boxcar for storage use.  Discussion followed about possible uses, such as 
setting it up as a display of how homesteaders came to Campbell County 
in boxcars with all their household goods on one end and the family 
livestock on the other.  Also discussed was the possible use of shipping 
containers for storage. 

 
 
E. Museum Program Updates 
 

I. Visitation and Online Engagement Report 
 

DISCUSSION:  See report included in meeting packet.  We have had visitors 
from 25 states since reopening May 20.  Stephen Zacharias gave a brief report 
about our social media presence.  He stressed how helpful comments are in 
keeping our presence out there. 
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II. Education Reports 
 

DISCUSSION:  There was no report from Penny Schroder this month.  Robert 
Henning said a Learning Lab page has been added to the website.  “Governor 
Lady” event is scheduled for August.  County Fair research has slowed as the 
100th anniversary of fair has been postponed until 2021.  Stephen Zacharias 
reported on the puzzles and Rockpile Readers on social media.  He also 
discussed the live program planned June 20 to celebrate Juneteenth. 

 
III. Exhibits Update 

 
DISCUSSION:  The WASP exhibit will be up until July 3-4.  No new exhibits are 
planned through the rest of the year. 

 
IV. Schedule 

 
June 18 – RMA Board Meeting, 2:30 p.m. 
June 20 – Black & Yellow Theatre: Juneteenth Celebration, 1:00 p.m. (virtual) 
July 16 – RMA Annual Membership Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
July 21 – CCRM Board Meeting 
Aug. 24 – The Governor Lady: Nellie Tayloe Ross, 7:00 p.m.  

 
DISCUSSION:  The RMA meeting June 18th will be at the museum.  The July 16 
membership meeting will be in person at the museum.  Sept. 19th will be the 2nd 
Annual Archeology Fair.  Lucas Fralick from RMA reported that they will be 
hosting a collectors show in October. 

 
F. Old Business 
 

I. COVID-19 Re-opening Update 
 

a. Phase II 
 

DISCUSSION:  The museum is currently operating in Phase 1.  After discussion 
it was decided to move to Phase 2 with any modifications necessary. 

 
b. Experience Works 

 
DISCUSSION:  The Experience Works program has given a green light to having 
their people return to work.  Debbie Fantarella spoke about her desire to return to 
productivity despite her compromised health.  Discussion followed.  Guidelines 
from the Phase 2 plan will be followed.  Volunteers may return, if desired.  All 
precautions necessary should be adhered to. 

 
c. Independence Day 

 
DISCUSSION:  After some discussion, it was decided that the museum would be 
open on Friday, July 3rd, and closed on Saturday, July 4. 
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II. Lighted Crosswalk TAP Grant 

 
DISCUSSION:  The grant is under initial review and each step will have to be 
reviewed.  See map included in meeting packet. 

 
III. FY2020-2021 Budget Approval 

 
DISCUSSION:  The budget, included in the meeting packet, was approved by 
the commissioners this morning.  The museum received a small increase. 

 
IV. New Logo 

 
DISCUSSION:  After quite a bit of discussion, John Daly turned the meeting over 
to Lalia Jagers.  He then moved to table the logo for redraft.  Rita Cossitt 
Mueller seconded.  Robert Henning stated that it could be a year before 
anything happened on the redraft because of budget restraints.  Motion 
carried in verbal vote. 

 
 
G. New Business 
 

I. Quarterly Meeting Follow-up (Fire Detection, Social Media, other) 
 
DISCUSSION:  No discussion 
 

 
II. School House Heating and Cooling 
 
DISCUSSION:  This was denied in the budget.  Robert Henning suggested asking 
the RMA for funding as he feels this is an important and needed improvement.  He 
will also look for other sources of funding. 

 
III. Upcoming Projects 
 
DISCUSSION:  An online 360-degree tour of the museum is being planned.  Robert 
Henning discussed using sidewalk art in the downtown area to promote the 
museum.  He talked about “sidewalk chalk” that shows up after a rain.  (Side note:  
With as little rain as we’ve been having, we should probably use regular chalk!) 

 
 
H. General Discussion:  The board terms roll over in July.  Lalia Jagers has been 
appointed to her first full term.  Rita Cossitt Mueller has been appointed to her second 
term.  Robert Henning encouraged the board members to think about officer elections 
next month.  John Daly and Tami Bishop will be leaving the board next year. 
 
Good news:  Robert Henning reported that he and Elly are expecting their third child in 
October or November.  Congratulations! 
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Two people had historical items to share: 
 
Lalia Jagers reported on the Spanish Flu in Wyoming.  Between May 1918 and June 
1919, 39 Campbell County residents died of the influenza.  That was 1% of the county 
population of 3,774 residents at the time. 
 
Robert Henning reported, after doing some research when a tourist asked, that the 
mounted bison head in the museum is a bull.  It wandered from Hot Springs State Park 
in 1934 and was shot in Campbell County by Pumpkin Buttes. 
 
Last item:  Cynthia Lummis, running for U.S. Senate, will be in Gillette on Sat. June 20 
and is visiting the museum for a tour by Director Henning. 
 
 
I. Adjourn 
 
There being no further business President John Daly adjourned the meeting at 8:08 
p.m. 
 
The next regular board meeting will be on July 21, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at the Rockpile 
Museum.   
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Collections Department Update 

7.2020 

Collections Cataloging: 

Cara is still cataloging by herself, as Collections Volunteers have not returned. Cara is working 

on the June 2018 backlog -- 2018.029. All items have now been photographed/scanned. 

Photographs will be added to PastPerfect, then Cara will start the process of completing the 

records and storing the artifacts. Cara is currently on target to meet the new completion goal of 

August 1st for this accession. Cara will then move onto cataloging the remaining June 2018 

backlog – 2018.026. 

Collections Assessment: 

Angela is continuing work on the Collections Assessment. So far, it has been documented that: 

There is a total of 35,623 artifacts in the collection 

Of these artifacts, 10,722 artifacts have no known donor or documentation related to the original 

donation.  

10,903 artifacts have been received from 13 donors.  

The museum currently stores collections in six areas – not including the new storage in the annex 

building. These include: 

• Museum Main Storage – 25,272 artifacts 

• Rohan Building – 725 artifacts 

• Mezzanine in Annex building – 352 artifacts 

• Courthouse basement - 275 

• Courthouse Annex - 33 

• Museum exhibit spaces – The balance of the artifacts are spread throughout the 

museum Main building and Annex building. The research area in the Campbell 

County Room holds 363 items at this time.  

It has been expressed that the county would like the artifacts removed from the Courthouse 

basement and Courthouse Annex as soon as possible. This will require using space for 308 

artifacts in the new storage space immediately upon completion. This will require a considerable 

amount of space due to the size of the art storage racks.  
 

• There are 4272 artifacts with no photo 

• There are 221 missing artifacts 

• There are 262 restricted items based on HAZMAT or lack of permission to use the 

objects.  

 

The Collections Procedure Manual has had additional updates and overall will help to address 

identified areas of opportunity.  

 

Procedure Manual: 

 

Since the last Board Meeting, Cara created a section in the manual that has examples of 

Common artifacts found at the Rockpile Museum and the proper terms that should be used for 

those artifacts. Sub-sections were added for certain types of common objects, such as Military 

items and Native American cultural materials, so these can be referred to when cataloging 

specific types of materials. Screenshots from PastPerfect were added for each Common Object 
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name. This section is intended to help standardize the names that are used in PastPerfect and also 

provide all staff, volunteers, and interns with a list of object names that can be queried in 

PastPerfect when they are searching the database for specific items. Cara also added photographs 

to the Labeling Methods section of the manual. Specifications for scanning were also added to 

the manual. 

 

Remote Volunteers: 

Volunteer Charlene Busk will begin a large scanning project from home. She will scan all the 

museum’s Deeds of Gift, Temporary Loan Forms, and Temporary Custody Forms so that the 

museum will have a searchable and easily accessible digital record of all legal documents. The 

goal is to eventually upload the Deeds of Gift to their respective accession records in PastPerfect. 

Gillette College Student Employment: 

Angela has been in contact with Gillette College regarding the Student Employment Program. 

The college plans to restart the program August 17th. Collections will be offering a position at 

that time for interested students.  

Digital Public Library of America or DPLA: 

The Rockpile Museum has entered into a contract with the DPLA to upload our PastPerfect 

Online collections to their site. This will include an upload of approximately 5376 items. 

We will have DPLA place a copyright statement of “Copyright Not Evaluated” on our records. 

The ingest week with DPLA is the week of July 20th.  DPLA will work on all of their partner 

content that week and things should go live in the DPLA on Friday the 24th.   

Social Media: 

Since the last report, the Cabinet of Curiosities posts have reached 3,920 people (possibly some 

repeat viewers). These posts have had 222 engagements. The Collections Department started a 

new Wednesday feature on Facebook called “HistoryMystery,” where photographs from the 

collection that have unidentified people or places are posted for public engagement. The aim is to 

engage the public, share the collection, and help build the information in our database. Four of 

these posts have now been made, with a total of 104 engagements. 

Archaeology Fair: 

Cara is continuing to plan the Archaeology Fair, with alternative plans for weather and COVID-

19 impacts being developed. Cara will be meeting with museum educator Penny Schroder to 

discuss these plans and will continue to update the Archaeology Fair committee. Cara will begin 

the process of ordering the tents for the event. She will also begin sending out PR for the Fair 

and for the presentation on September 18th by State Archaeologist Spencer Pelton. Cara will 

order more supplies as necessary and as budget allows. 

Photo Requests: 

Since the June Board meeting, 33 additional photos have been sent to Mary Kelley for her book 

project. This has required some rescanning of photographs to increase resolution.  



Collections Report 
Campbell County Rockpile Museum – July 2020 

 

 

   

1. Book – “Leiters to Littles: A History of the Clear Creek Valley Area in Sheridan County, 

Wyoming” from the Clearmont Historical Group, 2019 – signed  

Source: Charlene Busk – Gillette, WY 

Square footage of storage space required: 0.65 ft² 

Recommendation: Accession into Permanent Collection 

The book contains general Wyoming history, but also discusses the geology of the Powder 

River Basin, its early inhabitants and the cattle industry. Topics also include schools, ranches, 

sheepherders, and agriculture. The museum does not have this book in the collection and it 

is in excellent condition. 

 

2. 2 Framed Portraits – Archie D. Sutherland and Verla Gay Sutherland in wedding attire 

Newspaper clipping announcing Sutherland wedding anniversary 

B/W photograph of cake at Sutherland 50th Wedding Anniversary 

Digital scan of colorized photo of Bud Sutherland in WWII uniform 

Saddle, spurs, bridle belonged to Harvey Edwards 

Flag from Sutherland Plumbing 

Square-dancing diploma  

Source: James Edwards – Gillette, WY 

Square footage of storage space required: 3.99 ft² for saddle; 2.92 ft² for flag; 5.24 ft² other 

Recommendation: Accession all items into the Permanent Collection. Recommend 

deaccessioning 2 other saddles from the collection for transfer to Props Collection. 

 

The museum holds a large collection of materials from the Sutherland family, but it does not 

have any of these particular items, so these would all contribute to the collection. There are 

several photographs of Bud Sutherland in uniform in the collection, but this particular photo 

is not in the collection. The colorization on this photograph was very well done. Archie 

Sutherland, the donor’s grandfather, owned Sutherland Plumbing. The museum has 4 

objects related to the business, but no flag. Harvey Edwards (1895-1974), the donor’s uncle, 

was a WWI veteran. He served with Veterinary Hospital 8 to Discharge Private American 

Expeditionary Forces 1918-1919. Harvey Edwards also took photographs of I-90 construction 

and homesteading photographs, which are in the museum’s collection. He developed 

photos in a darkroom on his homestead, which still exists and has been visited by museum 

staff. The saddle, spurs and bridle have a direct homesteading connection. If accepted these 

would contribute to a long-term homesteading exhibit that is being planned. In an effort to 

not congest storage any more, it is recommended that 2 saddles with no provenance and in 

fair condition be deaccessioned. 



 

Deaccession 1999.045.0003 – Permanent Collection, purchased by staff with exhibit funds – 

no date of purchase in the file. This saddle is unique in that we do not have another child 

size stock saddle and it has leather stirrup covers, but it has no provenance.  It does not tell 

a significant story about the Powder River Basin. It is also in Fair condition. It is 

recommended that the saddle be transferred to the Props collection. It could be kept and 

restored for educational use, but would no longer require conditioned storage space and 

maintenance as a Permanent Collection item. 

 

Deaccession EC0112 – Education Collection (cataloged with 1999.039 FIC accession, but no 

documentation for this item); record says it was purchased by Staff with exhibit funds in 

1999 for use in the Education Collection (Education Collection at that time was a hands-on 

collection. The purpose of the Education Collection has been re-defined and a Props 

Collection was created for hands-on items).  It has no provenance, so it does not contribute 

to the Education Collection as it is now defined. It was always intended as a hands-on item 

and is still being used in that capacity, so it belongs in the Props Collection. Saddle is in Fair 

condition and has required repairs while on exhibit.    

 

3. Framed Reproduction of Beanery photograph (c. 1919), includes about 4 men and 6 

women – including donor’s father-in-law Jake Gilbertz 

Source: Verna Ann Gilbertz – Gillette, WY 

Square footage of storage space required: 1.13 ft² 

Recommendation: Accession into Permanent Collection 

This is a view of the Beanery that the museum does not have. Donor is a Campbell County 

native with homesteading parents and grandparents. She married Larry Gilbertz, who was 

State Senator for about 6 years. Her father-in-law, Jake Gilbertz (pictured), was originally 

from Luxembourg, then settled in Idaho with his mother, then moved to Wyoming at a 

young age to have his own land. Jake had a homestead 1.5 miles south of Savageton on 4-J 

Road. He was a bachelor when he lived there, enlisted in WWI but got influenza and was in a 

hospital in NYC, then returned home. He did not have to prove up on his homestead due to 

his military service. He worked for the railroad in the winter and ranched during the 

summer. He had about 640 acres on his homestead. 

 

4. Scan of a photograph of Bill and Marge Hackett in Big Horns, prior to 1942 

Christmas Card with photograph of Dixie Reece and Richard Reece – sent to Marjorie 

Hackett 

Source: Diane Hackett – Gillette, WY 

Square footage of storage space required:  0.14 ft² 

Recommendation: Accession into Permanent Collection 

The photograph of Richard and Dixie Reece is not one that the museum currently has. There 

are currently 10 photographs of Bill Hackett in the collection, only one of which features 



both Bill and Marge Hackett. This photograph is unique in that it is an earlier photograph 

which shows Bill Hackett out of uniform as it was taken prior to his time in the service. 

 

5. Book – “They Served With Honor: Stories from Wyoming Vietnam Veterans” – Casper Star-

Tribune, 2017 -- autographed and signed by soldiers 

Source: Billy Montgomery – Gillette, WY  

Square footage of storage space required:  0.58 ft² 

Recommendation: Add to the Permanent Collection  

The book features 104 Wyoming Vietnam veterans and their stories during and after the 

war. There are several soldiers from the Powder River Basin region. The soldiers are from 

Cody, Cheyenne, Casper, Riverton, Glenrock, Worland, Mills, Shell, Douglas, Laramie, 

Kaycee, Green River, Farson, Sheridan, Buffalo, Gillette, Powell, Dayton, Sundance, 

Moorcroft, Fort Washakie, Jackson, Wheatland, Lyman, Fremont County, Arapahoe, Dubois, 

Pinedale, Saratoga, LaGrange, Rock Springs, Afton, Moran, Edgerton, Big Horn, Upton, 

Hyattville, Wind River Reservation, Daniel, and Evanston. 

The museum collection has limited items related to the Vietnam War. This book is a limited 

edition, it is signed by several of the featured soldiers (including the donor), and no copies 

of this book are currently in the collection. The donor is featured on Pg. 119.  

 

6. 1904 Framed Poster titled “Playmates” 

Source: Wilma L. Olson – Gillette, WY 

Square footage of storage space required: 2.86 ft² 

Recommendation: Decline 

The poster was made in 1904. It has an image of a girl with a dog. It was given to the donor’s 

father by his grandmother in 1941. The donor and her mother are from Missouri, but donor 

has lived in Gillette for the last 40 years and her husband is from Sundance. Since the 

subject matter has no connection to the Powder River Basin or Wyoming, and the donor’s 

family also does not have a strong connection to the PRB, this item would not contribute to 

the collection. It is recommended that this be declined. 

 

7. 2 WWI Photographs at Fort D.A. Russell with Aaron Spielman 

Source: Donald Spielman – Gillette, WY 

Square footage of storage space required: 0.45 ft² 

Recommendation: Accession into Permanent Collection 

The photographs show the donor’s father, Aaron Spielman, in WWI uniform at Fort D.A. 

Russell in Cheyenne. These photographs would build on the WWI collection that was 

donated to the museum in 2019 by the same donor. The other soldiers in the photographs 

have not been identified. 

 

 

 

 



8. DVD—Lee Alley Program at the Rockpile Museum 11-13-2019 

Books—“Back From War” by Lee Alley, 2007; autographed 

               “Rosebud: June 17, 1876” by Paul Hedren, 2019; autographed 

               “Lives Worth Living, History Worth Preserving” by Michael Cassity, 2010 

               “Wyoming Will Be Your New Home” by Michael Cassity, 2011 

Source: Staff Collected  

Square footage of storage space required: 0.69 ft² 

Recommendation: Accession “Back from War” and the DVD into the Museum Staff 

Collection for public and staff reference or program purposes. Accession “Rosebud” into 

Permanent Collection. Accession “Lives Worth Living” and “Wyoming Will Be Your New 

Home” into the Museum Staff Collection. 

The book by Lee Alley was written for soldiers and their families and focuses on life after 

war. While it does contribute to the overall need to build the museum’s Vietnam War 

collection, and the book has been signed by the author, it would be best to put it in the 

Museum Staff Collection where it could be accessed by visitors in the research area or used 

by staff. “Rosebud” was written by an author that has given programs at the museum and it 

is autographed. It covers a region on the upper edge of the Powder River Basin in 

southeastern Montana, which did not previously fit into the museum’s mission but now 

does. Another book by the same author is in the Permanent Collection. “Lives Worth Living, 

History Worth Preserving” contains a brief history of Wyoming homesteading, ranching, and 

farming from 1860 to 1960, including areas in the Powder River Basin. There is already a 

copy of this book in the museum’s Permanent Collection; it is recommended that this copy 

be placed in the Museum Staff Collection, and that the book “Wyoming Will Be Your New 

Home” which also contains a brief history of Wyoming homesteading, ranching, and farming 

from 1860 to 1960 by the same author be placed in the Museum Staff Collection. 

 

9. Book – 2 copies of “Grand Army of the Republic: Department of Colorado-Wyoming” by 

Maxine Kaul, 2020 

Source: Staff Collected 

Square footage of storage space required: 0.69 ft² 

Recommendation: Accession one book into the Museum Staff Collection and one into the 

Permanent Collection 

Author lives at Primrose retirement community in Gillette. This book lists the numbers of 

Wyoming G.A.R. posts, several of which were located in the Powder River Basin.  



CAMPBELL COUNTY ROCKPILE MUSEUM 
900 West 2nd Street 

Gillette, WY 82716 

(307)682-5723 

 

DEACCESSION FORM 

 
Deaccession Date: 7/21/2020 

 
Objects in Deaccession: (Attach a list of objects if necessary) 

 
Child’s Stock Saddle (1999.045.0003)      Permanent Collection 

Purchased by staff with exhibit funds – no date of purchase in the file.  

Has no provenance -- It does not tell a story about the Powder River Basin  

Fair condition  

Stock Saddle (EC0112)      Education Collection 
Purchased by Staff with exhibit funds in 1999 for hands-on use  

It has no provenance, so it does not contribute to the Education Collection or to the overall 

mission to collect, preserve and educate about the Powder River Basin 

Saddle is in Fair condition --  has required repairs while on exhibit, but is still able to be used for 

hands-on purposes.    

 

Reason for Deaccession: 

It lacks physical integrity, identity, provenance, or authenticity. It does not pertain to the mission, 

acquisition criteria, or scope of collections. 

 
 

 

Curatorial Review and Recommendation: 

  

 Deaccession Recommended (Y/N): Yes 

 

 Disposition Recommended: Transfer to Props Collection  

 

 

Museum Director/Date: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Museum Board Approval: 

 

 Deaccession Approved: 

 

 Disposition Approved: 

 

 

 

Board Member/Date: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



 

CONDITIONS FOR DEACCESSION 

 

An artifact for which the museum retains clear title can be considered for deaccession if it 

meets one or more of the following criteria: 
 

1.  It does not pertain to the mission, acquisition criteria, or scope of collections. 

 

2.  It lacks physical integrity, identity, provenance, or authenticity. 

 

3.  The item has deteriorated to the degree that it cannot be used for exhibit, education, or research 

purposes and the deterioration cannot be resolved through conservation. 

 

4.  The conservation care necessary to maintain the historic value of the item exceeds the ability of the 

museum. 

 

5.  It can no longer be properly stored. 

 

6.  The item poses a threat to the safety of the public, staff, or other collections. 

 

7.  The item duplicates or is very similar to other materials in the collection and does not have a 

significant provenance. 

 

8.  It is an item of Native American origin, human remains, cultural patrimony, or associated funerary 

objects, requested by authorized Native American groups in compliance with NAGPRA.   

 

9.  The return of an item is requested by the donor or his/her legally designated heirs, and for which it has 

been determined that the museum does not hold clear title and ownership. 

 

10.  An artifact is stolen or missing and remains unlocated for more than ten years. 
 

 

Methods of Disposal for deaccessioned collections or abandoned loans include the 

following: 
 

1.  Transfer or trade with another non-profit educational institution or cultural organization 

 

2.  Transfer to the museum’s Educational Collection 

 

3.  Return to the donor or his/her heirs 

 

4.  Public auction 

 

5.  Physical discard or destruction 
 

Materials and items shall not be given, sold, or otherwise transferred, publically or privately, to 

any Rockpile Museum employee or their immediate families or representatives.  Any proceeds 

resulting from the deaccession of items shall not be used for anything other than the acquisition 

or direct care of other collections.   

 

 

 




