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History & STEM Fun with the Campbell County Rockpile Museum  

History of Fatherõs Day 
 

 
Sonora Dodd and  her father  William  Jackson Smart   

the inspiration for Fatherõs Day 
 

 

mailto:rockpile@vcn.com


 

Campbell County Rockpile Museum, 900 W Second Street, Gillette, WY  82716 
Email: rockpile@vcn.com    -  www.rockpilemuseum.com 

 

 
                                                                                             Advertisment from the Gillette News in 1932 

                                       
April 1948 - Meredith Shannon and his children. 

Courtesy of Campbell County Rockpile Museum Collection 

 

Here is a link to the History of Fatherôs Day Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkVm1kaSkkM 

 

 

Fatherôs Day Trivia & Fun Facts: 

1.  The first time Fatherôs day was celebrated in America was in West Virginia in 1908.  A West Virginia  

     church sponsored the nationsôs first event specifically in honor of fathers, a sermon in memory of the 362  

     men who had died the previous December in an explosion at the Fairmont Coal Company Mines in  

     Monongah, WV.  But this was a one-time commemoration and not an annual holdiay. 
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2.  What is the official flower for Fatherôs day?  The Red Rose or the Dandelion. 

 Sonora Dodd suggested people wear a white rose to honor a father who was deceased and a red rose  

           for one who was living.  

 

  In June 1924 the Dandelion was suggested: 

 ñMembers of the Melvin W. Callender Bible class of the South Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church of  

 Wilkinsburg, PA inaugurated a custom of wearing a dandelion on Fatherôs Day.  The class adopted the  

            dandelion for the reason that it never will be commercialized and that it is symbolic of fathers because  

            no matter how often it is trampled upon the petals always bob up unruffled and untarnishedò 

 

            New York Times June 15, 1924  

                             
        

Daily Tribune Wisconsin Rapids, June 16, 1981  
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3.  Why are ties always suggested as gifts for Fatherôs Day?  

      Sonora Dodd worked with her partners in the New York Associated Menôs Wear Retailers  

      (a consortium of menôs shirt, tie, suit, hat and shoe manufacturers) to create ñThe Fatherôs Day Councilò in  

      1938.  The council was joined by the greeting card companies and began advertising the perfect gifts for  

      Dad to the American public and lobbying Washington for official recognition of the holiday. 

 

 

Casper Star June 12,  1930 

 
  

 

For a longer history and more fun facts visit thie link below: 

https://carlanthonyonline.com/2012/06/16/the-daughter-behind-fathers-day-why-it-made-men-grumble/#comments 
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Wyoming & Gillette News paper  Fatherõs Day Articl es 
 

 
Perry and Paul West holding some of the watermelons they grew in 1932. 

Courtesy of the Campbell County Rockpile Museum Collection 

 

Rock Springs Rocket,June 16, 1911  
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      Big Horn Rustler June 5, 1914 
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